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FIGURE 12.3    Major causes of death for ages 1—14 years in the United States in 1976. SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare (1979).
advantage plays in the etiology and pathogenesis of two families of major diseases—cancers and schizophrenias. Conference participants emphasized these similarities between the two diseases:
« both are diseases of multiple etiologies;
•  both affect persons who are socially disadvantaged much more often and more severely than they do people with greater resources and higher education;
•  both are thought to have pathogenic outcomes that depend on a complex synergism of predisposing and precipitating factors or combinations of risk-enhancing effects (constitutional, socioeconomic, behavioral, and environmental factors and psychosocial stress); and
•  both have similar methodological problems related to the time sequence of impact and to the need for integrative, collaborative, interdisciplinary research.
Comparisons of cancer death rates provide evidence of the extra burden of illness experienced by blacks (National Center for Health Statistics, 1980;nal Center for Health Statistics, 1980).
